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Students from 11 GTU colleges make a vehicle to
participate in national race car design competition;
tech varsity sanctions Rs 15 lakh for the project

Jatin Patel, GITian

The car took six months to
materialise and will compete
with creations from 43
teams across the country
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Cops withdraw security to
Narayan rape case witness

Ram Parmar

TWEETS @ahmeda admirror

espite the court order, Palghar

police recently withdrew pro-

tection to a key witness in the

Narayan Sairape case which s
being conducted in a Surat court. The
witniess now fears for his life and has
pleaded with the police for the resto-
ration of security. Claiming that the
security was withdrawn due to pauci-
ty of manpower, the police said they
would approach the Surat court to as-
certain if the witness indeed needed
security.

Dr Bharat Verma (46), a registered
homoeopath who runs a clinic at Vi-
rar in Mumbai, had testified against
Narayan Sai in the Surat court about
the godman’s involvement in rape of

r harat erma had testified against
Narayan Sai in the Surat court

minor girls at his ashram. Since De-
cember 4, 2013, Narayan Sai is lan-
guishing in jail along with his father,
Asaram whois in Jodhpur. He was ar-
rested by Surat police under Sections
376 (rape), 377 (unnatural sex), 354
(molestation) and other sections of
theIPCafterasurvivorcomplainedto

the police. Dr Bharat Verma and his
wifeRekha, ahomemaker, testified in
the court about various incidents of
rape by Narayan Sai of girl inmates at
his ashram in Virar and as per the
courtorders, the couplewas provided
with a gunman from the Palghar po-
lice eight months ago as there was
threat to theirlives.

Said Dr Verma, “We found that
Narayan Sai's cronies had made at-
temptstomurderat least twowitness-
es, Dinesh Sindhi and Amrut Prajapa-
ti (who was a witness in the Asaram
rapecase). Wepleaded for policesecu-
rity and the Surat court granted us the
same. We have an 8-year-old daugh-
terand we fear for our lives.”

Thedoctor had reported tothe Vi-
rarpolicein 2005 aboutthe rapeofmi-
nor girls by Narayan Sai at Virar ash-
ram, butthe policedid nottakeaction
against the godman, said Dr Verma.
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Jalore man hangs
self in train toilet

Cheganlal Kamaram hoarded train from Miraj was travelling to Surat

Tweets @ahmeda adm

man travellingon Ajmer Garib
Nawaz Express committed sui-
cide in one of the train’s toilets
on Saturday night. “The man
whohadareservationtill Surat,board-
ed the train from Miraj around 12.40
pmonSaturday,” saida Vasai Govern-
ment Railway Police (GRP) official.
Finding the toilet door locked
from inside, passengers pulled the
chainandbroughtthetraintoahaltat
Virarstation. Vasai GRP officialsbroke
the door and found the man’s body
hanging from the toilet's main pipe-
line. The man had used ashirt to hang
himself. The victim has been identi-
fied as 33-year-old Cheganlal Kama-

ram of Rajas-
than’s  Jalore
district. Police
have registered
a case of acci-
dental death.

The man's
Aadhar  card

- was found with
v his belongings.
“After finding
Kamaram's ad-
dress on  his
Aadharcard, weinformed his relatives
in Ahor village about his death. They
are on their way to claim his body,”
said an official. “We have sent Kama-
ram’s body to Virar PHC for post-mor-
tem examination. Nosuicide note has
been recovered. Probe is on,” added
theofficial.
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efficient. The car will compete against 41 similar
products of students from across the country in
January and their makers will have to convince
the jury of the design, the cost, as well their busi-
ness plan.

Assistance and encouragement has come in
fullmeasure from Gujarat Technological Univer-
sity with which their colleges are affiliated. The
university has not only sanctioned a grant of Rs
15 lakh forthe project, butalso signed MoUs with
colleges to ensure students’ participation in the
most talked about campus automobile competi-
tion in the country right now: Formula Student
India-2015 at Coimbatore from January 20 to 25
next year, The same team will go to the main
event: SupraSAEIndia-2015 at Chennaiin July.

It all began with LD College of Engineering’s
Devak Bhardwaij getting toknow about theevent.
He approached his college to participate in it but
as the project cost was high, the college ap-
proached GTU. Thetechvarsity, too, was hesitant
asitinvolvedabiggranttoastudentfromonecol-
lege. To overcome this problem, Bhardwaj went
around the colleges affiliated with GTU and con-
vinced students. Finally 21 more students from
11 colleges came to form the team christened GT
Motorsports.

The team participated in the rapid fire elimi-
nator quiz on May 25 this year and made it tothe
final round where they willbecompetingwith 43
otherteams fromacross India.

Once GTU Vice Chancellor Akshai Aggarwal
wasconvincedofthe utility of the projectand the
learning that the students were to take fromit, he
asked theuniversity officials tosign MoU with all
collegesand sanctioned the grant.

“It took us three months to complete the for-
malities and three more months to design and
produce the vehicle. We have divided ourselves
in two teams. We work in shifts and put in about
20 hours every day to complete the project,”
Bhardwaj, who became the team captain, said.

“We bought a KTM motorcycle. We ripped
outitsengineandmodifiedittomakeitfitourde-
sign. Wheel rim, tyre, shock absorbers, etc, were
either imported or made to order to meet our
specifications. Effort has been made to control
the weight of the car without compromising on
thestrengthand efficiency," headded.

The car driven by four of the team members
hastouchedaspeedof 143 kmph.

Said Dr Aggarwal, “We have sanctioned Rs 15

Team captain evak hardwa in the drivers seat

LD College of Engineering

Indus Institute of Technology & Engineering
SAL Institute of Technology

Nar Shastri Institute of Technol
Gandhinagar Institute of Technology

Universal College of Engineering
Silver Oak College of Engineering
Ahmedabad Institute of Technology

Labhubhai Trivedi Institute of Technology and En-
gineering

Vishwakar College
Alpha College of Engineering & Technology

lakhasforthefirsttimeateamfrom Gujaratispar-
ticipating in a competition of this scale. They are
working very hard and Iam happy with the effort
theyhave putin.”
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Formula SAE is the world’s largest student engi-
neering design competition in which university
students design, manufacture, test and compete
with a single seat racecar. This highly prestigious
engineering competition has seen the last 34
years filled with innovative and award winning
designs from universities and colleges across the
globe. Now, the competition encompasses 511
registered teams worldwide.

Each car is judged in a number of events,
which are separated into two types: staticand dy-
namic. Staticeventsconsistofdesign, cost, aswell
a business presentation. The static events allow
teams to showcase their financial acumen, mar-
keting strategies and overall design philosophies.
The dynamic events consistof acceleration, skid-
pad, autocross, fuel economy and endurance.




